
Online access to the SFA 

Past release notes 

 

28.8.2024: New release of the online access to the SFA 

(V.2.2.0.1018) 

With the change of the login procedure in eIAM to Quality of Authentication (QoA), all 

services for delivering agencies can now also be offered to those administrative units 

that do not use the standard infrastructure of the Federal Office of Information 

Technology, Systems and Telecommunication (e.g. no smart card). 

 

06.05.2024: New release of the online access to the SFA 

(V.2.1.0.1048) 

This release is focused on maintenance (e.g. Angular update) and the fixing of 

identified bugs (e.g. findings from the BAR bug bounty programme). At the same 

time, several smaller improvements are being implemented (e.g. searchfunction for 

end of the retention period and the display of file numbers in the results list). 

 

04.12.2023 New release of the online access to the AFS 

(V.2.1.0.1013) 

With the integration of an appointment booking system, workstations in the reading 

room can now be reserved directly during the ordering process. The system replaces 

the previous reservation by e-mail or telephone. This advancement enables the 

reading room team and the logistics department at the Federal Archives to better 

manage the workstations and make the documents available more efficiently. 

 

12.02.2023 New release of online access to the SFA (V.2.0.0.1113) 

The major innovation of version 2.0.0.1113 is the implementation of an IIIF viewer. 

On the one hand, this provides a modern online viewer, and on the other hand, users 

can now consult digitised material without a user account or login. For the time 

being, documents that are freely accessible and older than 50 years are displayed in 

the viewer. 

As part of the maintenance, Angular was updated from version 12 to 14 and Wijmo-

Grid from version 5.20213.824 to version 5.20221.857 and the new version of the 

identification service "Fidentity" was integrated. 

https://www.eiam.swiss/?c=eiam!qoa


 

16.10.2022 New release of online access to the SFA (V.1.6.0.1077) 

The current version implements a new identification service. The service of fidentity 

AG is available around the clock and uses artificial intelligence for the online 

identification process. 

 

12.09.2022 New release of online access to the SFA (V. 1.5.0.1387) 

The "anonymisation release" will allow you to search and access online metadata for 

an additional 1.4 million dossiers in a legally compliant way. Using artificial 

intelligence, sensitive data is automatically anonymised (e.g. as the dossier title 

“Criminal proceedings ███”). 

Further information on the anonymisation service can be found under Searching. 

 

10.01.2022 New release of online access to the SFA (V. 1.5.0.1071) 

In addition to further stabilising data preparation (for large files) and adding extra 

automation steps at the back end, this release also includes a range of process 

optimisations requested by online access users. For example, they can click on a 

button to download the metadata from their results and favourites lists as XLS files, 

and edit and save them as they wish. Further automations have also been 

implemented at the back end, and maintenance work carried out on various 

components (e.g. new versions of Elasticsearch and ABBYY). 

 

14.12.2021 Digitisation infrastructure complete 

A digitisation infrastructure and online access have been in operation at the Federal 

Archives since the end of 2019, and the infrastructure has been expanded and 

improved in the intervening period. The complete digitisation infrastructure came into 

operation at the SFA on 14 December 2021, meaning that analogue documents can 

be progressively digitised on demand. After they have been ordered once, dossiers 

will now be available to our customers permanently in digital form, unless they are 

still within a closure period. The set-up and processes of the SFA’s on-site 

digitisation infrastructure have been ergonomically optimised to provide the best 

possible support to our staff in their work. 

 

16.07.2021 New Release of the online access (V.1.4.0.1434) 

▪ Optimisation of data preparation: The emphasis in this release is on 

optimising data preparation. The new version makes indexing for searches, 

text recognition (OCR) and preparation of data packages faster and more 

https://www.recherche.bar.admin.ch/recherche/#/en/information/searching


stable. The optimisations will mean shorter waiting times for digitisation orders 

for users of the web portal. 

▪ More automation at the back end: We have received many suggestions 

from external and internal users for ways to improve the web portal. Release 

V.1.4.0.1434 implements some further measures that will allow Federal 

Archives staff to work more efficiently at the back end. They include further 

steps to automate orders and so speed these processes up. 

▪ Editable order wizard and improved presentation under “News”: It is now 

easier to keep the information in the order process up to date, giving users a 

better indication of current waiting times for digitisation orders. The new 

version of the web portal also supports the Markdown format in the “News” 

section on the homepage, allowing news items to be presented in a more user 

friendly way. 

We look forward to receiving your feedback at info@bar.admin.ch. 

 

23.04.21 Continuing development of online access  

Over the coming years, the Federal Archives will continue developing their online 

access service, including viewers, optimisation of data preparation, and integration of 

official publications. Wherever possible, developments will be implemented using 

open-source software on GitHub. 

 

22.04.2021 Online access goes open source  

The Federal Archives are publishing the source code for the SFA’s online access 

portal. The code is available under license AGPLv3 on GitHub. 
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